Regaining Equality, Restoring Eden | Sefaria 12/22/22, 8:55 AM

Regaining Equality, Restoring Eden
Prof. Michah Gottlieb
Limmud 2022

Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, 1970 X

“At a certain point in their existential
experience the oppressed feel an irresistible
attraction towards the oppressors and their
way of life. Sharing this way of life becomes
an overpowering aspiration. In their
alienation, the oppressed want at any cost to
resemble the oppressors, to imitate them, to
follow them.”

2.  Exodus 16:2-3 =270 MAY a2
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us out into this wilderness to starve this
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whole congregation to death.”
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Numbers 11:5

We remember the fish that we used to eat
for free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons,
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic.

Emotional and psychological traits
Jews acquired during Egyptian slavery

1. Suspiciousness and lack of trust

2. Anxiety about not having enough

3. Focus on food and eating

4. Romanticizing wealth accumulation

Exodus 16:14-19

When the fall of dew lifted, there, over the
surface of the wilderness, lay a fine and flaky
substance, as fine as frost on the ground.
When the Israelites saw it, they said to one
another, “What is it?” —for they did not
know what it was. And Moses said to them,
“That is the bread which God has given you
to eat. This is what God has commanded:
Each household shall gather as much as it
requires to eat—an omer to a person for as
many of you as there are; each household
shall fetch according to those in its tent.”
The Israelites did so, some gathering much,
some little. But when they measured it by
the omer, anyone who had gathered much
had no excess, and anyone who had gathered
little had no deficiency: each household had
gathered as much as it needed to eat. And
Moses said to them, “Let no one leave any of
it over until morning.”

Exodus 16:20
But they [the Israelites] paid no attention to
Moses; some of them left of it until morning,
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and it became infested with maggots and
stank. And Moses was angry with them.

The Six Orders of the Mishnah

1. Zera'im: laws relating to prayer, charity,
and agriculture

2. Mo 'ed: laws relating to the Sabbath and
festival

3. Nashim: laws concerning marriage and
divorce

4. Nezikim: civil and criminal law, laws of
government and warfare

5. Kodshim: laws relating to sacrificial rites,
the Temple, and dietary law

6. Taharot: laws of ritual purity and impurity

Exodus 20:8-11

Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.
Six days you shall labor and do all your
work, but the seventh day is a sabbath of
your God you shall not do any work—you,
your son or daughter, your male or female
slave, or your cattle, or the stranger who is
within your settlements.For in six days God
made heaven and earth and sea—and all that
is in them—and then rested on the seventh
day; therefore God blessed the sabbath day
and hallowed it.

Deuteronomy 5:12-15

Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as
your God has commanded you. Six days you
shall labor and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a sabbath of your God; you
shall not do any work—you, your son or
your daughter, your male or female slave,
your ox or your ass, or any of your cattle, or
the stranger in your settlements, so that your
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10.

11.

12.

male and female slave may rest as you do.
Remember that you were a slave in the land
of Egypt and your God freed you from there
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm;
therefore your God has commanded you to
observe the sabbath day.

Leviticus 25:1-7

God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai: Speak
to the Israelite people and say to them:
When you enter the land that I assign to
you, the land shall observe a sabbath of
God. Six years you may sow your field and
six years you may prune your vineyard and
gather in the yield. But in the seventh year
the land shall have a sabbath of complete
rest, a sabbath of God: you shall not sow
your field or prune your vineyard. You shall
not reap the aftergrowth of your harvest or
gather the grapes of your untrimmed vines; it
shall be a year of complete rest for the land.
But you may eat whatever the land during its
sabbath will produce—you, your male and
female slaves, the hired and bound laborers
who live with you, and your cattle and the
beasts in your land may eat all its yield.

Deuteronomy 15:1-2

Every seventh year you shall practice
remission of debts. This shall be the nature
of the remission: all creditors shall remit the
due that they claim from their fellow; they
shall not require payment from their fellow
or kin, for the remission proclaimed is of

God.

Leviticus 25:8-12

You shall count off seven weeks of years—
seven times seven years—so that the period
of seven weeks of years gives you a total of
forty-nine years. (9) Then you shall sound
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13.

14.

the horn loud; in the seventh month, on the
tenth day of the month—the Day of
Atonement—you shall have the horn
sounded throughout your land and you shall
hallow the fiftieth year. You shall proclaim
release throughout the land for all its
inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: each
of you shall return to your holding and each
of you shall return to your family. That
fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you: you
shall not sow, neither shall you reap the
aftergrowth or harvest the untrimmed vines,
for it is a jubilee. It shall be holy to you: you
may only eat the growth direct from the

field.

Leviticus 25:23

But the land must not be sold for perpetuity,
for the land is Mine; you are but strangers
resident with Me.

from Midrash, Proverbs, 31:10

“One Sabbath afternoon Rabbi Meir was at
the study hall teaching. There was an
accident at home and his two sons died.
Their mother placed them on a bed and
spread a sheet over them.

Returning home from the study hall after the
Sabbath, Rabbi Meir asked his wife,
Beruriah:

Where are our sons?’

She replied: “They went to the study hall.”

Rabbi Meir responded: “I was at the study
hall, but didn’t see them.”

They handed him a cup to make Separation
blessing (Havdalah) and he recited it
(Hivdil).
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Rabbi Meir then again asked Beruriah:
"Where are my two sons?”

She answered: “They went to another place
and will be back imminently.”

She brought him food. He ate and recited
the blessing.

After he blessed, she said to him:
“My teacher I have a question to ask you.”

“Ask” he replied.

“A while back, someone gave me something
to hold for him. Now he’s come back to
retrieve it. Should we return it to him?”

He said, “My child, whoever holds
something for someone must return it to its

owner."

She took him by the hand and led him up to
the room, brought him near the bed, and
removed the sheet. He saw the two sons

dead, lying on the bed.
He started to weep, saying:

“My sons, my sons, my teachers my teachers-
my sons in the world, and my teachers who
illuminated me in their Torah.”

At that moment she said to Rabbi Meir:

“Rabbi, didn’t you teach me that I need to
return the object to its owner?”

He said: “The Lord gave, the Lord took.
May the name of the Lord be blessed now
and forever.” (Job 1:21)
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